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(b)  Appointment by a Joint Committee of both Houses
of Parliament.
(c)   Automatic issue of Writs to Peers who hold or have
%          held certain offices.
3.  An elected element.  A number of persons elected
either by (a) local government authorities or (b) Members
of the House of Commons.
4.  A nominated element. A number of Life Peers ap-
pointed by the Crown on the nomination of Ministers.17
The introduction of Life Peerages, which was a matter
of agreement during the 1948 discussions, has been advocated
on many occasions during the past century. An important
case was that of Sir James Parke (Lord Wensleydale) who in
1856 was elevated to the peerage "for and during the term of
his natural life" As it happened, Lord Wensleydale was pre-
vented by a severe attack of gout from taking the oath at the
beginning of the session, and in his absence Lord Lyndhurst
moved that the matter be referred to the Committee for Priv-
ileges.18 The question was not whether a person can be made
a peer for life, but whether such a person is entitled to sit and
vote in Parliament. In due course the Committee reported
that neither the Letters Patent purporting to create Sir James
Parke a Baron for life, nor the Writ of Summons which had
been issued in pursuance thereof, entitled him to sit and vote.
The House concurred in this opinion on February 25, and on
July 23 Lord Wensleydale was created a hereditary peer in
the usual form.
The matter had arisen because there were not enough
judges in the House of Lords at that time to cope with the
17 It has been usual to propose that the number of Life Peers be
limited, either by fixing a maximum number which could be appointed
in any one year or by limiting the total number of Life Peers at any one
time.
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